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The ſubſtance of what is contained 
in the following Pages, was intended 
to have been delivered in Parliament, 
if other Gentlemen, better entitled to 
be heard, had not been firſt in the Eye 
of the Speaker, when I ſeveral times 
offered myſelf” for that purpoſe ; but I 
think it a Public Duty, to declare my 
Opinion on a matter fo deeply intereſin 
ing to the State. 
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Oo N the quien which "os ſa 
much occupied the Attention 


of the Public, concerning the Eaſt 
Audi Bill, Gentlemen of known i in- 
tegrity and love for their Country, 
have taken different ſides; and il there. 
fore, the queſtion muſt either be doubt- 


ful in itſelf, or the true grounds 
A 2 of 
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of it have not hitherto been clearly ex- 
plained. This laſt I take to be in ſome 
degree the fact; and as it is allowed on 
all hands to be a buſineſs of great mag- 
nitude, I have little doubt that ev ery 
one who wiſhes to act an honourable 
part, will willingly liſten to any 
thing which is fairly offered, with 
a view to throw light * the 

matter. Wane: 
The arguments drawn from vio- 
lation of Charters are ſuch, as un- 
| doubtedly admit of different opi- 
nions: One ſet of men may fairly, 
perhaps, think, that there is a ſufficient 
degree of Neceſſity in thiscaſe, to 
juſtify 


( 


juſtify ſo ſtrong an interference of 


State of the Company's Affairs, and 
on account of the MiſconduCt of the 
Company's Servants in India; and alſo, 
becauſe the great ſtake which the Na- 


a ſtrong and effectual remedy ; whilſt 
others may as fairly think, that the 
Neceſlity is not in this caſe ſufficient ; 
That the Company's affairs are in no 


deſperate condition; that their tem- 


general calamity of the National 
War; that the: Miſconduct of their 


Servants abroad has been exag- 


gerated, whether from deſign, or 


enthu- 


Parliament, both on account of the 


tion has in theſe concerns, demands 


porary diſtreſs has ariſen from the 


41 
enthfinaſm, is immaterial: That by | 
no poſſible means, can ſuch diſtant? 
Dominions enjoy a perfect ſyſtem. of 
government; and that by proper 
Parliamentary Regulations, they may 
enjoy as conſiderable. a degree of 
happineſs and proſperity, under the 
Old Syſtem a little corrected, as they 
are likely to enjoy under the New; 
which will moſt probably ſend out 
a great number of new hungry! 
Perſons, with much the ſame ſort of 
principles, with thoſe who have hi 
therto viſited that unfortunate coun 
try; and that at any rate, it has 
-not been the Trading Concerns of 
the Company, which have produced 


malverſation 


E 9 
malverſations in India, but their 
power and authority over the na- 
tives; which it is ridiculous to ſay, 
cannot inſtantly be put into other 
hands, leaving the Trade upon the | 
fame footing as before any Territo- 


rial Power was acquired. - 


Upon theſe points, the moſt up- 
right men may certainly differ in 
opinion; but there is another queſ- 
tion, of much greater magnitude, 
upon which I am apt to think they 
could not differ, if the argument were 
fully ſtated and rightly underſtood ; I 
mean, with regard to the Effects of 
the preſent Bill upon the CO 
tion of this Country. 


It 


1995 
It has been ſaid onthis head, that the 


New Arrangement will increaſe the 


Influence of the Crown ; which has 
been explained in this manner— 
That it will increaſe the power of the 
preſent Miniſters, during the four years 
that this Act is to be in force; and 
that if the Nomination is afterwards 
given to. the Crown, it will increaſe 
in a very enormous degree the In- 
fluence of the Crown itſelf, 


It has alſo been ſaid, that it will 
diminiſh the Influence of the Crown; 
becauſe the preſent Nomination being 

made by hisMajeſty's preſent Miniſters, 
And theDireQorsbeingirremoveableby 
85 the 
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che Crown for four years, it will 
throw ſuch a weight of power into 
the hands of the preſent Miniſters, 
independent of the Crown, that they 
too will be irremoveable by his Ma- 
jeſty; and if the New Parliament, 
which muſt be choſen before the four 
years expire, ſhall make a ſimilar 
New Nomination for the fame, or 
a longer term, inſtead of permitting 
the Crown to name, the preſent Mi- 
niſters will become Independent of 
the Crown for a new period, which 
may be renewed again and again, 


without any limitation of time, 


- 
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In this mode of W the 


| Patriots: may poſſibly entertain very 
| different ſentiments ;- ſome may wiſh 
ſucceſs to the Bill, becauſe they may 
think it will increaſe the Influence 
of the Crown, which may appear 
to them to have been lately too much 
diminiſhed; others may oppoſe the 
Bill, for that very reaſon, as believ- 
ing; that it will increaſe that Influ- 


ence, Which they may think has not 
been too much, or not ſufficiently di- 
miniſhed. Some again may approve 
the Bill, becauſe it may appear to 
them to diminiſh the Influence of 
the Crown, and becauſe it may throw 


a con- 


(es 

a conſiderable degree of power, in- 
dependent of the Crown, into the 
hands of a ſet of Gentlemen, who, 
though at preſent Miniſters, they may | 
think well diſpoſed to the Country, 
and ſafe to be truſted. Others, on the 
contrary, may diſlike the Bill, becauſe 
they may think we ought to ſee 
fully the conſequences of the late de- 
minutions of the Influence of the 
Crown, before we proceed to di- 
miniſh it farther; and becauſe they 
may not think the preſent Miniſters 
can be ſafely truſted with fo great an 
Independent Power even for four years, 
much leſs for ever: And many peo- 
ple may think the arguments incon- 

B 2 ſiſtent, 
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ſiſtent, which contend that the Bill 
will both increaſe and diminiſh the 
Influence of the Crown; and that 
therefore, neither of the aſſertions 
can be relied on; but that the only 


point to be attended to is, whether 
the Bill promiſes a better Admini- 
ſtration of our Affairs in India than 
formerly; and that as the Bill is 
only to endure for four years, we 


may truſt that Parliament will not 
renew it, if any dangerous conſe- 


quences are found to have ariſen 
during that ſhort period. 


But in order to judge fairly of 
this Bill, it is fit to ſtate clearly 
what 


(- 8. 

what appears to be the intention of 
thoſe who bring it in; and then to 
conſider the effects which that will 


produce upon the Conſtitution of this 


Government. 


The intention of the Bill is, to 
veſt the whole powers of the Faſt 
India Company in Seven Direc. 
tors, whoſe names were moved 
by the preſent Secretary of State, 
and adopted by the Houſe of Com- 
mons. They are to hold their. 
offices for four years, removable, 
le the Twelve judges, by an Ad- 
dreſs of either Houſe of Parliament, 
and not by any other power: And 

| for 


. 
| 
: 

F 
| 
1 
1 
1 
| 

1 


—— ——— — — p 
— — —— _—_ * "ae . 
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for managing the Commercial Affairs 
of the Company, Nine Gentlemen, 
moved for and adopted i in the ſame 
manner, are to aſſiſt them, ſubject to 


their controul, and removable by them. 


The effect of this is, to veſt in theſe 
Seven Directors the whole Influence 
of the Offices of every kind in India, 
and at home, belonging to the Com- 
pany ; and the whole Influence ark. 
ſing from the tranſaktions of their 
Trade, in che purchaſe of goods for 
exportation, furniſhing ſhipping, ſtores, 
and recruits 3 the Influence ariſing 


from the method of ſellingtheir goods, 


| by bringing forwardor keeping back 


good; 


„ 
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goods at the fales, or giving indulgen. 


cies as to payments, ſo as to accommo- 
date thoſe who are meant to be fas 


wured; the Influence arifing from 


the favour they may ſhew to thoſe 
who are now in England, and have 


left debts or effects in India, as to the 
mode of bringing home and recover 
ing their fortunes; the Influence of 
contracts of all kinds in India; of pro- 
motions, from ſtep to ſtep; of favour 
in the Inland Trade; of intimidation 


with reſpect to every perſon now 
there, who may come home with a 
fortune; both with regard to recover- 
ing his debts, and the means of re- 
mittance, and with regard to enqui- 


ries 


E WW; 
ries into his conduct; the Influence 
upon forei gn Companies, or forei gn 
States, who have eſtabliſhments in 
that Country, who, in return, may 
have the means of acting upon In- 
dividuals in this Country; the Influ- 
ence upon the native Princes of In- 
dia, ſome of whom have already 
found the way of procuring the Elec- 
tions of Members of Parliament ; and 
many other means of Influence, which 
it is impoſſible to foreſee, or to 


trace. 


- The amount of the whole cannot 


be computed. It has been called 
22 1 equal 


led 


ual 
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equal to two or three millions a-year; 
but there can be no doubt that its 


magnitude | is very great and exten. 


| five indeed, and that it may produce 


very remarkable conſequences, 


This powerisnot, indeed, taken from 


the Crown; but it is placed in new 
hands, who are independent during 
four years, equally of theCrownand of 
the People. Before this Bill, it was 
placed in twenty-four Directors, cho- 


ſen by the Proprietors at large. The 
Election was at firſt annual; but, by 
an Act paſſed ſeveral years ago, fix 
Directors were to go out by rotation 
every year, and fix new Directors to 

. C be 
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be choſen; 5. o that each DireCtor was 
elected for four years, after whichho 
was to go out, and could not be re- 
elected for a certain interval. 


By this means, the Patrona ge of 
the Company was, in the firſt place, 
divided amongſt twenty-four, inſtead 
of ſeven ; and theſe twenty- four 
conſiſted of very different deſcriptions 
of men, with different, and often 
oppoſite, connedtions, not named by 


one man, or one party, but choſen 


by the Proprictors of India Stock; . 


to whom alone they ſelt themſelves 


indebted for their ſituations. 
It was, ſecondly, employed not ta 


N cet 


e 


G * 
effect an Influence in Govertis 
ment, to which none of that de- 


ſcription of men aſpired, but was ap? 


plied t to ſhew gratitude to thoſe WRG 
had aſſiſted in their Election, or from 
whom they might expect a ſimilar” 
ſupport hereafter, and amongſt their 
private friends and connedtions. 
Government, no doubt, muſt have 
had a ſhare of the favours beſtowed 
by the Directors; but it was fot of 


a very important nature, nor very eu-. 
tenſive. It was not a ſhare inde- 


pendent of the Crown, but paſſed to 
the Miniſter of the Day. The Di- 
rectors having no joint o obhect of ob- 


taining the power of governing the 
| C 2 State, 


(, 4: 3 


State, could never unite in directing 


the Patronage of the Company to ac- 
quire that power; and their favours 
were diffuſed very. generally over the 
kingdom, with little or no regard 
to the diſtinctions of State Parties. 


The whole of this Patronage will 
be diverted into a different channel; 
and being put into the hands of per- 
ons named by one of the State Par- 
ties, it may be ſuppoſed that it will | 
in future be chiefly employed as a. 
State Engine; and that it muſt pro- 
duce very important and ſerious ef- 
fects upon the future government of 


this Country. 
The 


(8 } 

The Secretary. of State, in the 
courſe of the progreſs of the Bill in 
the Houſe of Commons, took occaſion 
to declare, That he had never faid,that 
at the end of the four years the No- 
mination of the ſeven Directors would 
be given to the Crown ; but added, 


that he feared it might. The ob- 
joct of which declaration might poſ- 
ſibly be, to quiet, in ſome degree, the 
fears of thoſe who dreaded an in- 
creaſe of Influence in the Crown ; 
but the latter part of the declaration, 


was at the ſame time well adapted 
to keep up tlie hopes of thoſe who 
favoured the Bill, from an honeſt or 


an 
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G 
an intereſted wiſh to increaſe, by thi, 
means, the Infſuence- of the Crown, 


But men, accuſtomed to affairs, 
are apt to look more to the charac· 
ters and principles of thoſe who ſpeak, 
than to what they ſay in the mo- 
ment: They are apt to look to the 
nature of the human mind, 'in order 
to judge how men will act on great 


and important occafions. It is not any 


part of the principles of the Party to 
whom the Secretary of State has at- 
tached himſelf, to increaſe the Influ- 
ence of the Crown; but they, like 
men of talents, in all ages, cannot 
be ſuppoſed averſe to an inde- 


pendent 


6 "1 
pendent power in themſelves, which 


they may think- it impoſſible they 
ſhould ever abuſe, To that Party, 
this Country owed, in a great meaſure, 
the Revolution; and the gratitude of 


the Nation can never overpay them, 


unleſs by ſurrendering both King and 


People into their hands; but the fame 
Party, when in Power, undoubtedly 
extended the Influence of the Crown 
by Corruption, beyond the example 
of any former period; and they ex- 
tended that Influence to ſuch a degree, 
that the Crown found itſelf ſtrong 
enough to diſpenſe with their ſer- 
vicess They have again been the 
means of reducing that Influence 


very 


12 
very conſider ably, and they have been 
once more placed in Office. No- 
body will. believe, that it is 120 
their object, by this Bill, to give, 
after four years, or at any future 
period, a new Influence to the Crown, 

which will not only far ſurpaſs what 
the Crown has lately loſt, but more 
than double what it ever at any 
time enjoyed ; for if they did give 
it, the weight of that Party in the 


ſcale of Government, would no 


lon ger be felt. 


No perſon can therefore ſeriouſly 
doubt, that it is the intention of the 
prefent Miniſters to renew this Bill in 


ſuch a manner, as to preſerve the 


full 


full power of Indian Patronage in 
their own hands, and I have no doubt 
that the utmoſt pains will be taken, 
during theſe four years, to reconcile 
the nation to the meaſure: I am per- 
ſwaded moſt fully, that great exer- 
tions will at firſt be made, to reform 
all glating abuſes in India; But when 
the power here is fixt, and applied to 
political influence, we may be ſure, 
that no complaints will come home 
from India to this country againſt fa- 
vorites; for who will dare to make 


a complaint ? and every circumſtance 


in the conduct of this Bill, convinces 


me, that the preſent plan decidedly 


is, to veſt the whole power and pa- 
tronage of India in the members of 


D the 
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the preſent Adminiſtration, / not only 


dufing four years, but as long as Indi 
ſhall 8 to this OR 3354 


| I it is faid, that Mtn at nk 
| end of four years, may interpoſe, it is 
to be conſidered, that an adminiſtra- 
tion poſſeſſed of the power of India, 
is not removeable in time of Peace, 
either by the Crown or by the voice 
-of che People; ; and as a general elec- 
tion muſt come on in 4 years, and 
may come on much ſooner, they muſt 
know very little of the ſtate of elec- 
tions in this Iſland, who think, that 
with the whole power of Govern- 
ment, and the whole power of India, 
he o powerful a * in this kindom, 


will 


(- 27: ) 
will not be able to take their meaſures. 
ſo, as to have nothing t to fear kom, a 
foture FAIR Ph; ids won Ils gu 

5! 10 206k 213 1 los 
＋ he only; .queſd on. therefory to. be 
conſidered j is, What will be the efets 
of this change in the conſtitution ? 
and it is upon this ,queſtion, . when it 
more fully explained,, that L think k ho- 
nourable men cannot. poſſibly differ, 
whateyer predileQion they may natu- 
rally have for particular men, or par- 
ticular deſexigtion of men, or parti- : 
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' 1 is 8 that all cooled] may 
not have. particularly turned their at- 


D 2 tention, 
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tention, to what it is that conſtitutes 
the very eſſence of this conſtitution ; 
we all know that it is the very beſt 
conſtitution upon the face of the 
globe, becauſe we all feel its benign 
influence; we all know chat its out- 
Ward form conliſts © of King, Lords, 
and Commons ; ; but many are not ap- 
priſed of the particular cauſe, that our 
Gebern ent has! not been hitherto ſub- 
jea to thoſe fatal diſaſters, which have 
attended all former Home, where the 
peöple have enjoyed a great ſhare in 
the government of the country. 1 will 


ſhortly ſt ſtate my idea of i it; but I 5 not 
claim the merit of the difcbve 


take it rom '% moſt eos, ut or, 
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to whom the republic of letters, and 
mankind in * are JP ins 
debted.” n \ TMR" reg 
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In Wp Governments, _ 
who were intrefted by the people; 

were thereby conſtantly placed in 4 
ſituation which gave them a perſonal 
intereſt, ſeparate and diſtin& from 
the people at large, "which neceflarily; 
excited views and conſiderations, by 
no means in uniſon with the ſecurity 
and freedom of the general maſs. The 
conſequence always was, that the 
people were betrayed by every new 
favorite, and the power and conſe 


PR of à few perſons was ſucceſs 
* 


Row, Fiti rent: Whereas in 0 g9- 


preſentativey, have no -Heppangnt | ſe· 
ne intereſt; nor. anq executive au- 
chority whatſbeyer; their only power 


_ their intereſt, and that of the people. i is 


(C 30 ) 
duch eſtabliſhed, which in timg became 
G. prievous, that the people were pre 


pared for accepting of the deſpotiſm 
of one perſon, as preferable to the ar- 


bitray government of a fem of their 


vernment, t 
people to ud their poperh. a a8 5 re: 


is.to propaſe and, conſent to laws, and 
to control the exerciſe of the exccu- 


tive, which js placed. i in the Prince; 


dr lame, they, cannot betray. the 


8 the fame time, be- 
traying 
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traying themſelves; and, as no indi- 
vidual can obtain the exerciſe af exe 
cutive powers, except at the will uf 
the Prince, by whom he may be de 
prived of it at pleaſure; t is the inte» | 
reſt of every one to unite an prevent- 
ing the power of the Prince from i- 
ſing to an improper” height, . becauſe 
he may himſelf be the firſt to-feel the 
effocts of it, Not that particular men 
may not ſometimes be. weak enough 40 
fancy themſelves ſo perfectly ſecure in 
the favaur of the Prince, :asito:wiſh 
to increaſe the power of the Sovereign 
beyond due limits; but the general 
feelings of all, being very ſtrongly di- 

redted to withſtand the extenſion of 
10 the 


1 830 
the Sovereign Power, the Repreſenta- | 
tives of the people have in general 
been faithful to their truſt, with re- 
ſpect to that eſſential point, of reſiſt- 
ing the encroachments of Power, not 
from any ſuperior virtue in the inha- 
-bitants of this iſland, but from the 
form of the conſtitution, which gave 
the Repreſentatives of the people no 
feparate and diſtinct intereſt from the 
people at large. 


This happy circumſtance, peculiar 
to our form of Government, ariſes from 
Jour having, as a part of it, a King, 
in whom is veſted, the whole execu- 


_ ! tive power, but who has not the power 
9002 . 
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vf making laws, nor the power of 

| controling judges and j juries, nor the 
power of levying money. He has 
however ſufficient power ſor every 


good and uſeful purpoſe, and the ex- 
iſtence of ſuch a branch in our govern- 
ment, has this i important effect, that 
as no favorite of the people, can 
with us, aſpire at the ſceptre, nor can 
ever hold more than a precarious power 
at the will of the Crown, all who are 
actuated by ambition, immediately 
perceive the neceſſity of maintaining 


equal laws and of ſupporting the gene- 
al freedom, in which their own ſecu- 
2 rity is neceſſarily involved. They and 
[ the whole people are therefore united, 


f i E to 
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to guard againſt the executive power, 
which poſſeſſes alone a permanent pre- 
eminence, and which by being equally 
formidable to all; produces a gene 
ral motive of intereſt to reſiſt it. 

: But if the balance were turned the 
other way, and it were in the power 
of popular leaders to maſter the Crown, 
that neceſſary branch of the conſtitu- 
tution would be annihilated as to every 
uſeful purpoſe, and the ambition of 
every man would take a new dit ection, 
the leaders would from that om- 
ment come to have a ſeparate perſonal 
intereſt, diſtin from that of the peo- 
ple; - equal laws would be no longer 


- 


an 


4 . 


an obje& to them, but only laws which 
may fayour their individual power and 
preeminence. The liberty. of - the 
preſs, ſo effential to general liberty, 
would ſoon be at an end, for it does 
not exiſt in any ſtate, where the power 
is in the hands of A few, an more than 
it exiſts in abſolute governments 3 ; it 
exiſts not in Holland, nor in Venice, 
nor did it exiſt at Rome: ve would e ex- 
perience, in a ſhort time, all the miſ- 
chiefs of an ariſtocratical form of Go- 
vernment, and would probably at laſt 
be driven, like the people of Sweden, 
to ſeek a miſerable relief by throwing 
ourſelves into the arms of an abſolute 
Prince. 
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Moſt of the Governments i in Europe, 
were formerly limited monarchies, but 
many of them have been deſtroyed. 
by meaſures of this very fort, by put: 
ting into other bands, part of the ex- 
ecutive power of the ſtate, with a 
view to control more compleately 
the power of the Prince; and the peo. 
ple have at laſt been willing, to rend 
er the King abfolure, in order to be 
relieved of what they ns a more 
gricyqus yoke, © | 


, 7. 4 


A 8 * 3 ta all 
who. have doubts. upon this ſubject, 
that they. would peruſe the four fol- 
Jowing ſhort chapters, of Mr. De 
Nel 2 2 Lolme's 


eng) 
Lolme's excellent treatiſe on the Con- 
ſtitution of England, viz. Book 2d. 
cap. 9th 10th 17th and 19th of the | 
1 n. 1781. | 


In the 900 in the * W 
that in Republican Governments, the 
people are neceſſarily betrayed by 
thoſe in whom they truſt, but in the 
toth chapter, he explains by what 
happy mechaniſm in our State, we 

are relieved and ſecured from that fatal 
diſadvantage, and that with us the 
people can give their confidence, 


6c without giving power over th cn 
'* ſelves, they can appoint Truſtees 
0 * vet not give themſelves maſs 


kl 


ec ters. 


( 38.) 
* ters. In the 179th chapter he 
points out by what circumſtances in 
our form of Government, the Crown 
has been enabled, without a depend- 


ant mercenary army, to maintain its 


neceſſary authority, although that au- 
thority is the object of jealouſy to 
every part of the people: and in the 
19th chapter he ſets in a ſtrong and 
clear light the very great and fatal 
danger of transferring any part of the 


power which ought to be veſted in 


the Crown, to any other order of men 
in the ſtate, for this is a very diffe- 
rent queſtion from that of aboliſhing 
altogether, any power in the crown, 
which may be thought too great or 
: — 0 


(00-1 
oO dangerous. I cannot help tran- 
ſcribing a ſhort paragraph from this 
chapter If through the unforſeen 
6 operation of ſome new regulation, 


„made to reſtrain the Royal pre- 


« rogative or through ſome ſudden 
« publick revolution, any particular 
6 bodies or claſſes of individuals, were 
« ever to acquire, a perſonal inde- 
« pendant ſhare, in the exerciſe of 
the governing authority, we ſhould 
e behold, the virtue and patriotiſm 
«of the legiſlators, and great men, 
« ummediately ceaſe with its cauſe, 
* and ariſtocracy, as it were watchful 
# of the opportuity, burſt out at once, 
* and ſpread itſelf over the kingdom”. 

f Theſe 
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Theſe chapters were not wrote with 
2 view to the preſent. queſtion, but 
they are applicable to it in fo direct a 
manner, that they will almoſt appear 


to have been wrote for the expreſs 
purpoſe. That author's doctrines are 
the reſult of a cool diſpaſſionate i inve- 
ſtigation of the principles of our go- 
vernment, and therefore are free from 
all ſuſpicion of party views. They 
will lead to very deep and ſerious re- 
flections in the breaſt of every man 


who ** the * he has hitherto 
enjoyed. 


| If the arguments which, from the 
aſſiſtance of this excellent author, [ 
have 


( 41 ) 
have ventured: to uſe, are of any 
weight, they preclude all enquiry into 
the characters of thoſe who have 
brought; forward this meaſure, or of 
thoſe who are named as Directors in 
the Bill. Let their charaQers be-what 


they may, it does not alter the necel- 
ſary effects of ſuch a change in the 


konftigation. ; Theſe eren 


wharng hands fo 2 Mb a power 


is placed ; and it is a miſerable ſyſtem 
of goyernment, which depends for its 


good effects upon the perſonal worth 


or integrity of thoſe who are entruſted 
with great power; ſure I am, that 
thoſe who rely on ſuch ſecurity, will 

| F be 


( 42 ) 
be always moſt miſerably deen 
at UI: 


After what I have ſaid, it is unne- 

ceſſary to add another objection to the 

Bill, namely, that we ſhall involve the 
perſonal intereſt, or rather the perſonal 
pover, of a formidable Ariſtocracy in 
this kingdom, in the preſervation of 


| our Indian territories, at all hazards. 
| This may be attended with the moſt 
| ſerious conſequences, and may ex- 
[: poſe this country, not only to certain 
bankruptcy, but to the being left, at 
| a critical moment, almoſt defenceleſs, 


=_ - and A to invaſion. 


| 1 But 


( 43 ) 

But it has been objected, that no 
other leſs exceptionable plan for India 
has been, propoſed, and that ſome- 
thing muſt be done. I am no advo- 
cate for the bill offered to the Houſe 
of laſt year, but certainly the giving 
Mute power to a Governor-General 

in India, removeable by the Crown, 
did not endanger this conſtitution, | 
like the preſent bill, nor could the 
the patronage propc ed to be given to 
kim of offices to be held in India, be 
by that means equally applied, to 
operate upon this conſtitution, It 
could not operate at all againſt the 


neceſſary power of the Crown, and 1 it 
F 2 could 


i 
e 


( 44 ) 
could not, fo delegated, and àt ſuch a 
| diſtance, operate very materially in fa- 
vour of the precarious miniſter of the 
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The | propoſers of this bill have 
ſhewn their conſciouſneſs, that their 
new Dire@ors cannot govern India, any 
more'than the old, without a variety 
of new regulations, for they have 
brought in a bill which contains many 
ſuch regulations. Why ſhould not 
the experiment be firft tried under 
theſe new regulations. The old Di- 
rectors, when aided by theſe regulations, 


w hen reſtrained by the control of Mi- 
niſters, 


r 


niſters, as to the Ni oi and releiv- 
ed, and of nd of appointing and recallingoffi- 
cers, from the control of the general 
court, may I truſt be able to govern 
India, inas perfect a manner, as a diſtant 
dominion ſo peculiarly circumſtanced, 
is capable of being governed. We 
ought to try every experiment before 
riſking the conſequences of fo mate- 
rial a change as this, in our preſent 
conſtitution, and many thinking men 
begin to pronounce that the total loft 
of India to Britain, would be a mis- 
N of inferior magnitude, to the 
neceſſary b blow which the preſent Bill 

would 
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(46) 
would give, to. the liberties of this 
mange Fr da 18 3 br 


"0 this Bill ſhould «+ it wil be 
a a call upon every man of every rank, 
Who is not embarked as an acceſfary 


* 


- a 4. 1834143 13 


to the meaſure, to. unite in a ſylic- 
matic body to bring about i its repeal, 
The queſtion of General Warrants, 


the queſtion of the. Middleſex Elec- 


%# 4 4 4 


EE times, | are as * when 
put in compariſon with it. The fate 
of the Kingdom, the freedom of Bri- 


tons, will ultimately depend, upon 
the 


. 


the effect of their united efforts to, re- 
ſtore the breach that will thus be 
made, in the beſt conſtitution which 
the admiring world has ever beheld, 
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NINCE. the fir "Fo was prin- 
ted, it has occurred to me, that I 


ought to have obſerved, when I ſta- 
ted the objection, that no lets 


e objectional plan for India had been 


<< propoſed, and that ſomething muſt 
&« be done.” That this is not a ſort 
of anſwer which minifters are entitled 
to make uſe of in parliament, becauſe 
it is their buſineſs, as poſſeſſed of of- 
ficial information, to bring forward 
plans; and it is the buſineſs of other 
members to make objections. If | 


21 41 


miniſters cannot anſwer theſe objec- 
tions, 


P'O $5D Ohr T. an: 
tions, nor introduce clauſes to remove. 
them, it is their buſineſs to profit by - 
che objections, and bring forward a 
better plan. Not that any miniſter 
ought to refuſe to give every aſſiſt- 
ance, and every light in his power, 
but I hope it will never be a reaſon 
tor objecting a bad plan, becauſe thoſe 
who have not ſituations of reſponſi- 
fort bility, are not ready to produce a bet- 
led I} fer plan for the miniſter to adopt. 


of- When I ſuggeſted the idea of ta- 
ard king away from the General Court of 
her W Proprietors the power: of appointing 

If and / recalling officers, I did it 
H ._ merely 
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merely to remove the argument uſed 
by the Secretary of State, for naming 


in Parliament the e new Direc- 


tors, namely, that the preſent Direc- 
tors, becauſe controled by the Pro- 
prietors, are diſabled from all autho- 
thority over their ſervants abroad, 
that control can only refer to the 
naming, recalling, and puniſhing 
officers, and it is a full anſwer to ſay, 
that Parliament may take away 
that control of the Proprietors, and 
give the Directors full power as to the 
naming and recalling ; but it does 
not follow that the election of Di- 
rectors ſhould be alſo taken from the 


Proprictors. 


My 


POSTSCRIPT. Ny 


My preſent opinion is, that it 
would be hazardous to leave no con- 
trol in the proprietors upon thoſe who 
are appointed by the directors, and 
that though it would be right to give 
the directors the excluſive power of 
naming to all offices (ſubje&as to the 
appointment of members of the ſu- 
preme council of all governors or pre- 
fidents to the negative of the crown) 
yet that the proprietors, as well as 
the directors, ſhould have the power 
of recalling every perſon in office 


abroad, leaving it ſolely to the directors 
to name others, and that both the pro- 


prietors and directors ſhould have the 


H 2 power 


alone, viz. the Directors, ſhould 


Ry 


52  PO'STSCRIP'T. 
power of ordering proſecutions, and 


of inflicting puniſhments ;- ſo that 
the reſolutions of either of theſe bo- 


dies, as to recalling; proſecuting and 


puniſhing, ſhould be carried into ex- 


ecution, without controul of the other 


body. In ſhort, that neither ſhould 
have the power of - ſcreening of. 
fenders, but that the permanent body 


have the executive power. By this 
means the government of India would 
in ſome degree reſemble the govern- 
ment of - Britain, The King can 
name the offices, but Parliament can 
addreſs his Majeſty to remove, and 
; and 


POSTSCRIPT, 
can, as well as the- Ae . .- 


83 


3 all offences. 


— 


e 1s ll e ith a 


numerous aſſembly with the power | 
of demanding puniſhment, becauſe, 

except in a moment of ſudden heat, 

they are always too mild, but there 
is great danger in truſting them with 


5 


the appointment to offices of emo- 

lament, or with the power of ſcreen- 
ing delinquency. There is alſo great 
danger on the other hand, in leaving 

the nominees of the Directors free of 


all control, except from thoſe who 
appoint them. 
The 


54 POSTSCRIPT. 
T he Proprietors, I think, may alſo 
be ſafely truſted with a control as to all 
expenditure of money; but I ſhould 
not think it ſafe to give them the 
power of OO _ ts: of n, 


to wy individual. 4 
— 
70 
* 3 
3 071 
2 ad 
445 | Ces EN 
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